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BGR examines Jefferson transit tax propositions 
  
The Bureau of Governmental Research today releases On the Ballot: 
Jefferson Parish, April 4, 2009. In the report, BGR examines two transit 
taxes up for renewal by voters. The report is available on BGR’s web site, 
www.bgr.org. 
 
One tax, at two mills, would be dedicated to the maintenance and operation of 
the parish’s fixed-route public transit system. The other, at one mill, would be 
dedicated to operating and maintaining the Mobility Impaired Transportation 
System (MITS) for disabled individuals. 
 
Voters last approved the renewal of the two taxes in 1999.  Since then, the 
parish has rolled back the millage rates three times because of higher property 
tax assessments. As a result, the taxes were levied in 2008 at a rate of 1.3 mills 
for the fixed-route system and 0.65 mills for MITS. The propositions would 
bring the millage rates back up to the previously authorized rates.   
 
“These taxes make the system go,” said BGR Chairman Hans B. Jonassen. 
“Without them, public transit in Jefferson Parish would be reduced to a 
shadow of what it is today.” 
 
BGR Position: 
 
For. The taxes are the principal source of funding for public transit in 
Jefferson Parish. If the taxes are not renewed, serious cuts in service will be 
necessary. Given the lack of other viable revenue sources, BGR recommends 
approving the renewals.   
 
 

BGR is a private, nonprofit, independent research organization.  Since its 
founding in 1932, it has been dedicated to informed public policy-making 
and the effective use of public resources in the Greater New Orleans area.  
For more information call 525-4152 or visit BGR’s website, www.bgr.org. 
 

- ### - 

Officers 
Hans B. Jonassen 
Chairman 

Sterling Scott Willis 
Vice Chairman 

Robert W. Brown 
Secretary  

J. Kelly Duncan 
Treasurer 
 
Past Chairman 
Lynes R. Sloss 

President  & CEO 
Janet R. Howard 
 
Board Members 
Herschel L. Abbott, Jr.  
Robert C. Baird, Jr. 
Arnold B. Baker 
James B. Barkate 
Virginia Besthoff 
Christian T. Brown 
Pamela M. Bryan 
Karl J. Connor 
Joan Coulter 
Ludovico Feoli 
Hardy B. Fowler 
Aimee Adatto Freeman 
Julie Livaudais George 
Shelby P. LaSalle, Jr. 
Matthew P. LeCorgne 
Mary Matalin 
Mark A. Mayer 
Henry O’Connor, Jr. 
N. J. "Woody" Oge' 
Nolan V. Rollins 
Tiffany J. (T.J.) Thom 
Ann Thorpe Thompson 
Madeline D. West 
Andrew B. Wisdom 
Brent Wood 
 
Honorary Board 
Harry J. Blumenthal, Jr. 
Edgar L. Chase III 
Louis M. Freeman 
Richard W. Freeman, Jr. 
Ronald J. French 
David Guidry 
Paul M. Haygood 
Diana M. Lewis 
Anne M. Milling 
R. King Milling 
George H. Porter III 
Edward F. Stauss, Jr. 
 
BUREAU OF 
GOVERNMENTAL 
RESEARCH 
938 Lafayette St., Suite 200 
New Orleans, LA  70113 
Phone 504-525-4152 
Fax 504-525-4153 
www.bgr.org 


