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BGR MEDIA RELEASE

For Immediate Release — April 12, 2011

Contact: Janet R. Howard, President & CEO
(504) 525-4152, ext. 107

BGR Reviews, Takes Positions on Four
Tax Propositions in Jefferson Parish

The Bureau of Governmental Research today releases On the Ballot:
Jefferson Parish, April 30, 2011. The report examines four tax propositions
that will go before voters in Jefferson Parish on April 30. It is available on
BGR’s website, www.bgr.org.

The four propositions would renew, and in some cases increase, existing

dedicated taxes. All four tax renewals are for 10 years. They include:

e A 3.5-mill property tax for juvenile services.

e A 2.26-mill property tax for a combination of animal shelters,
human services and public health.

e A 0.5% sales tax for the Jefferson Parish Public School System.

e A 5-mill property tax for drainage.

All four taxes are levied parishwide except for the drainage tax, which
excludes Grand Isle.

In the report, BGR provides background and analysis of the four

propositions and takes a position on each.
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Property Tax for Juvenile Services

The juvenile services tax funds the vast majority of both the juvenile services department and its
facilities. The ballot proposition would renew the current 2.91 mills and increase the tax by 0.59
mills to a total rate of 3.5 mills. This would result in a minimal property tax increase for parish

homeowners.

BGR Position: FOR. If the millage is not renewed, the Department of Juvenile Services will be
left without a significant funding source and its work will fall to a thinly-funded state office.

Property Tax for Animal Shelters, Health Unit and Human Services

This proposition would dedicate a 2.26-mill ad valorem property tax to support the parish’s
Animal Shelter Department, the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority and the Jefferson
Parish Health Unit. Approval of the proposition would renew an existing 1.65 mills and increase
it by .61 mills.

The tax currently provides 87% of the Animal Shelter Department budget. It also provides state
mandated funding for the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority and funding for the Parish

Health Unit required by state law.

BGR Position: FOR. Failure to renew the tax will force the parish to turn to its strained general

fund to meet its obligations for these services, leading to cuts in other areas.

Sales Tax for Jefferson Parish Schools

The half-cent sales tax dedicated to the Jefferson Parish Public School System generates revenue
for salaries, facility maintenance, debt service, instructional materials and other purposes.
Currently, the sales tax in Jefferson Parish totals 8.75%. Renewing the tax would keep the rate at

that level.
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BGR Position: FOR. Failure to renew this tax would hurt schools by reducing local funding and

triggering a decrease in state funding.

Property Tax for Drainage

The 5-mill drainage tax funds Jefferson Parish’s share of the Southeast Louisiana Urban Flood
Control Program (SELA) projects, as well as other drainage projects. Approval of the ballot

proposition would result in the renewal of 3.61 mills and an increase of 1.39 mills.

BGR Position: FOR. Good drainage is critical to the parish’s long-term viability. The millage

provides the parish with a stable source of revenue to help meet this need.

BGR Chairman Sterling Scott Willis said the propositions before voters represent investments in
the future of Jefferson Parish. “Whether the purpose is to support strong juvenile services, meet
state-imposed obligations, fund schools or fortify the parish against flooding, the taxes in
question are important,” he said. “Supporting these four propositions is a matter of common

sense.”

BGR is a private, nonprofit, independent research organization. Since its founding in 1932, it
has been dedicated to informed public policy-making and the effective use of public resources in
the Greater New Orleans area. For more information call 525-4152 or visit BGR’s website,

www.bgr.org.
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